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SIRAJT OF

The word * Sirij * means * the Kingdom of Siva,' and hence ' any wild mountainous
country/ Such countries are naturally liable to hare dialects of their ovm, and hence
we find seyeral Sirajs in existence, each with a distinct form of speech. Thus, there is
a Sirajl in the Simla Hill States, a sub-dialect of KiSthali (VoL IX, Pt. iv, p. 593).
Another Sirajl is one of the Satlaj Group of sub-dialects (tt. p. 647) and yet a third is
allied to Kujul (ib. p. 688). All these are forms of Western Pahari.

South of the tract in which PSgulI is spoken, there 5s a further tract of hill eountry
reaching down to river Chinab, and also called Siraj. Here that river rnns east
and west. In Kashtawar its course has been in the main from north to south* bnt at
BarshaJa it turns abruptly to the west, separating Kashtawar on the north from
Bhadrawah on the south, Some twenty miles west of Barshala, on the north bank of
the Chinab, is the town of Doda, which may be taken as the headquarters of the Siraj
between the Pdguli country and the Chinab. The language of this Siraj is therefore
called the Sirajl of I>6da.

In 1911 this Sirajl of Doda was reported to be spol en by 14,732 people.1 To its
north lies the P6guli just described. To its east KashtawajL To its south across the
Cliinab lies the western end of Bhadrawah, the language of which is Bhadrawahl, here
fading iato the Bogri Pan jab! or Jammu spoken further south and south-west. To
the west of Doda Sirajl we have Bambanl, another Kashmiri dialect, which will be
dealt with later on.

As its position indicates Siraji is a mixed language. The Bhadrawah! to its south
is a form of Western Pahari, and moreover is here corrupted by Bogri Panjabi* The
Kasbtawar! to its east arid the P6gul| to its north are forms of Kashruiri, already
affected by Western Pahari, and Siraji is still more corrupted by these languages, It
might, with almost equal correctness, be classed as a dialect of Kashmiri or as a dialect
of Western Pahap, but I have put it in the former class, because it possesses certain
typical Dardlc characteristics which do not belong to the latter. Such are the occasional
use of vocalic epenthesis, the hardening ofdtot, the retention of medial t> the disas-
piration of sonant aspirates, the dropping of initial r, and the general method of verbal
conjugation including the free use of pronominal suffixes.

On the other band, the free employment of the cerdbial ^ refers us either to D^ri
or to Western Pahari. This letter does not occur in Kashmiri. The process of the
declension of nouns follows that current use in Dogri, while that of the pronouns,3 and
the formation of the future of the Verb by means of the suffix Id, are more like that of
Western Pahari- Finally, the genitive* postposition aid is borrowed from the Lahnda
spoken further west The above is sufficient to $ive a geneial idea of the mixed
character of poda SiiajL Further details arc noted in the course of the following
grammatical sketch*

For the materials on which this sketch is founded X am indebted to the
Rev. T* Grah^ine Bailey, who kindly prepared for me on the spot a version of the Parable

JO speakers of PM1 (chwed a* a dukct
wHithiW^tera
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